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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. " 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

The Marriage of Figavo was repeated last night to a brilliant and 
overflowing audience. Miss Kemble’s Susanna is an artistical delinea- 
tion, complete in all its bearings. It is impossible to conceive a more 
finished representation of the piquante waiting-maid. The tragic and 
comic muse seem unjted in the person of Miss Kemble, as they are said 
to have been in that great master of his art—the immortal Garrick. We 
cannot help thinking, however, that like her father, Miss Kemble’s talents 
are more consummate in comic parts, and there can be little doubt that 
her Susanna will be as fully esteemed as her Merma. Miss Rainforth’s 
voice blends with Miss Kemble’s in the most delicate harmony. The 
‘«‘ Sul aria” duo between these ladies is very sweet. The former has not 
experienced the rigid Italian discipline in the course of her studies, and 
cannot consequently be expected to sing with equal skill to one who has 
been subjected to such intense application in a foreign school. Had 
like advantages to those Miss Kemble has enjoyed, been afforded Miss 
Rainforth, we have no hesitation in saying that it would be a difficult 
task to judge which was the most accomplished singer. Mr. Leffler takes 
great pains with the character of Figaro, and his industry has not been 
unappreciated. He does not possess so rich a voice as Stretton, but the 
latter is far less effective in his personation—the Count Almaviva. Stret- 
ton is a first-rate musician, and, in many parts, a very good actor, but 
unfortunately he is deficient in pronunciation ; at times his indistinctness 
is painful. Madame Vestris throws a powerful charm into the character 
of Cherubino ; the little amatory, childish, foppish Page. The scenes 
with Susanna, and the Countess, are charmingly portrayed—especially 
that in which Cherubino jumps out of the window—pausing before he 
makes the leap to steal a kiss from Susanna. The “ make up” of the 
Page as a village girl is a very humourous trait—the assumed awkward 
gait, and misfitting of the girlish attire—the pouting when discovered, 
and the sudden rushing off the stage with the ejaculation “Come along 
Barbarina,” as the little Lothario pulls the gardener’s daughter after him, 
are pieces,of acting to which Madame Vestris alone can give effect. As . 
Dr. Bartolo, Mr. J. Bland is not so happy as we have seen him in many 
parts ; he does not seem to enter into the character with proper spirit; 
his singing is nevertheless good, and in the air, “ Darling vengeance,” he 
exhibits powers of no common place order. Clement White has very 
little to do as Basilio ; his acting is appropriate, but in singing this gen- 
tleman is very deficient. Wigan makes the most of his little part, the 
Alcalde, and Horncastle does as much for his—the tipsy gardener, An- 
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tonio. Miss Grant plays Bartolo’s housekeeper with considerable hu- 
mour, and sings with sweetness. ‘Too much praise cannot be awarded to 
the chorusses and concerted pieces of the Opera, which are admirably 
managed—the credit for the former is due to Mr. J. H. Tully, under 
whose direction they have been placed. The finale to the last act is 
splendid. The dresses are costly, and are chosen with infinite taste, while 
the scenery, as we have already observed"in our first notice of the Opera, 
is magnificent. We must not omit to notice the dancing of Gilbert and his 
wife, who introduce a Fandango in the course of the piece with consider- 
able agility and grace. Comus continues triumphant. This splendid re- 
vival is a greai attraction. 








Eashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that [ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town .— 

Monday, visit Tue Diorama, Regent’s Park.—The Two Pictures now Ex- 
hibiting represent The Village of Algana, in Piedmont, destroyed by an Avalanche, 
painted by M. Bouton ; and The Shrine of the Nativity at Bethlehem, painted by M. 
Renoux, from a Sketch made on the spot byD.Roberts, R.A. in 1839. Both Pictures 
exhibit various effects of light and shade. They are truly beautiful, and will well 
repay a visit to this fashionable lounge. Open from Ten till Five. 

Tuesday, paid another visit to the THames TuNNEL as it will be shortly closed 
to the public, in order to make the necessary preparations for opening it as a 
thoroughfare for foot passengers. It is open daily, (Sunday excepted) from 9 in 
the morning until 6 in the evening, and brilliantly lighted with gas. The Tunnel 
is now completed, and is 1,200 feet in length, and the present entrance is on the 
Surrey side of the river, close to Rotherhithe Church. 

Wednesday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition,GoldenCorinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
thePrince of Wales, Commissioner Lin and his Consort, modelled for this exhibiton 
by Lamqua, of Canton, with the original magnificent dresses, jewellery, &c. ob- 
tained at a great risk ; the only figures of the kind ever seen in Europe. Also just 
added, the Princess Royal, in her beautiful cot, with the gorgcous Robes of George 
the Fourth designed by himself at a cost of 18,000/. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into Perrine’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—was shewn one of his elegant Velvet Hats, could not resist 
buying one of them also, price 13s —wonderful. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o’clock, When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Afterwards called at Emmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirtts come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Hearing of Wutson’s famous New Footed Boots, called at his depdét for 
New, Misfitted, and Second-hand Boots and Shoes, 95, & 97, Holborn Hill, [op- 
posite St. Andrew’s Church, | found them of the most superior description both in 
fashion, make, and material, prices from 10s. 6d. to 16s.—also inspected his very 
best boots, which he makes to measure at 25s.—these cannot be surpassed. There 
is a distinct department for Ladies and Children at 97, which is very convenient.— 
Mrs. P. intends going. . 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your's, &.—PAUL PRY. 




















| Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (11th Time) a Play, in Five Acts, by the late GERALD 
GRIFFIN, author of “ The Collegians,” &c, called 


GISIPPUS. 


The Overture and Entre-Acts by Beethoven. The Incidental Music by Mr T. Covke 
The Scene lies at ATHENS through the First ThreeActs ; during the Fourth 
and Fifth at ROME, 


The Period is in the reign of Augustus Cesar. 


An interval of more than a year is supposed to occur between the 3 and 4 Acts 


Titus Quintius Fulvius.. Mr ANDERSON, 
Gisippus......(his Friend,) .... Mr MACREADY, 
Medon, (brother of Sophronia,) Mr GRAHAM, 
Athenian Youths .. Mr ELTON and Mr HUDSON, 
Norban. .(Page to Sophronia). .Miss E. PHILLIPS, 
L.ycias. .(Freed-man of Fulvius,)..MrG.BENNETT, 
Davus,..(an Usurer)..Mr W. BENNETT, 


Athenians, .Messrs. Montgomery, Gilbeigh, J.Smith, 
Paulo, Burdett, &c. 


Decius..Mr LYNNE, Mutius..Mr WALDRON, 
Festus..Mr MELLON, 
Roman Centurion.. Mr Bender. 
Roman Citizéns. . Messrs Hughes, Yarnold, &c. 
Sophronia (betrothed to Gissippus) MissH.FAUCIT, 
Hero. .(Her — -Miss TURPIN, 


Afier which, (19th Time) the ae c not divided into Acts) of 


Acis and Galatea. 


Adapted & arranged for representation from the Serenata of HANDEL. 
The Poetry, with the exception of the introductory scene, by GA Y, 


The selection and adaptation of the introductory passages, and the entire Orchestral 
arrangements by Mr. T, COOKE. 


Mr. STANFIELD, R. A. will furnish the Scenic Illustrations. 
The Scene is on the Shores of Sicily. ; 


CHE 5s ce teveseenes Miss GOULD, 
A Acis, a Shepherd Boy..........Miss P HORTON, 
Damon, a Shepherd, Mr ALLEN, 


Polyphemus, a Cyclops .......Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
\" Attendant Cyclops, Messrs. Howell and Montgomery. 


Galatea, a Sea-Nymph ............ Miss ROMER, 
































Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, (3rd Time) Mozart’s Opera of .The 


MARRIAGE 
OF FIGARO. 


Conductor, Mr Benedict. The Scenery, by the Messrs. Grieve, 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 


Count Alinaviva, Mr STRETTON, 
Cherubino .........-.+ee++6+ Madame VESTRIS, 
Doctor Bartolo, Mr J. BLAND, 

Don Curzio......(Alcalde)......Mr A. WIGAN, 
Figaro, Mr LEFFLER, 


PE vievskewres secrecsstosncesee C, WHITE, 
Antonio, Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
ee Miss ADELAIDE KEMBLE, 


The Countess, Miss RAINFORTH, 
Marcellina........e+.+--eee+e.+-Miss GRANT, 
Barbarina, Miss LANK, 


In Act IL---A FANDANGO, 


By Mr GILBERT & Miss BALLIN, 





After which, (15th Time,) in Two Acts, with additions, from the Author’s 
Poem, “ L’Allegro,” and from Dryden’s Opera of * King Arthur,” 
MILTON’s MASQUE of¢ 


COM U S&S. 


The Scenery, by the Messrs. G RIE V E. 
The Action and Dances arranged by Mr O. BYRNE, 
The Music selected from the Works of Handel, Purcell, and Arne. 
Adapted and Arranged by Mr J. H. TULLY. 
In ACT I.—The Attendant Spirit, Miss LEE, 
PRR, ciscesites (@ Berit, cevcosces Miss GRANT, 
Comus, Mr W. HARRISON, 
First Bacchante, __...... Madame VESTRIS, 


Principal Bacchanals— 


Messrs. LEFFLER, J. BLAND, A. WIGAN, G. HORNCASTLE, 
C. WHITE, GILBERT, MARSHALL, 
Principal Bacchantes, Miss BALLIN and Miss MARSHALL, 
The Lady, Mrs WALTER LACY, 
ElderBrother, MrJ.VINING, YoungerBrother,MissF AIRBROTHER, 
Syrens—Madame VESTRIS and Miss RAINFORTH. 

In Act II, 1... 10. se oes nee eee «= Cupid, Miss DOWTON, 
Genius of the Frozen Clime, Mr HODGES, 
Euphrosyne, Madame VESTRIS, Sabrina, Miss RAINFORTH, 


To-morrow, Norma, and Comus. 
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